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By Adam Sherwin

THE wreck of a Btish
warship captamed by the AR
century: privateer Sie Henry
Mosgan has been discovered
off the comt of Haits

by the Bati
defend Jamaca in 1669, was
destroyed in an explosion that
Killed 350 sasiors while Cap
Jain Mosgin dined in the great
cabin. The swashbackling o
venturer — i natiooat hero (o
the Websh, a pirate caplain to
others — escapend. bt the ws-
sel, said to e lak-m.tl. booty
from jons, with
o r«wlu.m uffed i

e of the cannons, was

A team uf divers who peeced
together the ship's location
from contesnporary accounts
Delieve that they have identi-
fied the reemales of the 1500

here b Ittle doubt from
the cannons, beass fittings and
Englsh naval anchor that this
o the Oxford” Rick Houpt,
Seader of the veamy sud

The dreny  bravd 0N
wives, s well as the chaos
sumroundiog the removal of
Haitl's former President, Joan
Bertrand Anstide, 10 comphte
the expadition

They filmed the search for a
documentary 86 be screencd by
the Welh lingaige chaned
SEC, with an [TVI soreening 1o
foklow

So faz they have discovered
danmons,  deawer  handles,
thuskets, musket balls and
powder barrels in the water.
Archacologints will this week
be imvited 16 cashon date the
findings and confirm that the
wreck is the Oxford

But Mr Haupt, 54 a Ger-
rewn doee who identified 2
series of hestonic wrocks off the

e ship has more
secreds 1o pve wp,

“There must be  treasuce
down there” he mid “Why
was Moogan 50 desperate to pe-
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cover his ship?” Captain Moe-
gan bhad hecome 2 Iicensed pri-
valewr acting for the Botish
Governement, raiding Spanish
colonzal cutposts in Cuba and
Panams and helpeng to sooure
Jamanca from attack. He chose
the wealthiest cities. 10 sitack

ans did oot Alech froe using |

rape and torture 1o temily thelr
Inhabitants into handng over
hed poEIONs.
Historians  rocond  that
Caprain Motgon and his haed
drinking crew were celebrat
ing the capture of two French
witnships sboand the Osford
wirich was anchored near LTle
2 Vache off the coast of Haitl
when dsaster struck, A spark
from 2 pigg roast on the deck of
e Onfond is sald to have rmu
of 0 forwand  magazioe
Mowing off the front thind of
the ship

(‘ap« dn Moo was
Gatapulted through the win-
dow of his caben. The two
captured  French  warships

apsized on top of Ouford and
the ship went down, kilieg
350 men.

Captain Morgan survived,
and made off in ancther cap-
tured Feench vessel Le Cerf
Volunt. He returned to Haiti in

wiarch of his sunken vossl in
1675 in the Jamaky Merchant
but that ship sank in a hum
cane. fty remaéns were dGixcov
ered three yeans mo by Mr

Haupt,
Inn Febeuary, Mr Haspt and

Divers close in on Pirate King’

his partoey, Bruce Lovnving,
ientified the Bkely resting
place of the Osford from de-
taifed lostings of the where-
abauty of British veswels heid
in Port Royal, Jamakca
Cagtain Morgan sailed with

Captain Morgan was
the toast of brigands

RFGARDFD by historians as

greatest  buccaneer,
(.zplzm Henry Morgan Jaid
waste to the Spanish Main in
A serious of audacious raids

shield his crew. So much coin
was plundered that the Span-
ish pieces of eight became an
additional legal currency in
il;mm Captain  Morgan's

{Adam Sherwin writes),

The “pirate king”, born in In August 1670 he caused a
Monmouthshire in 1635, could  diplomatic furore when he
“swear, curse, drink and  captured Panama City despite
whore with the best of them  a peace trealy between Eng-
in many # den of murder, or  land and Spain. He was amrest-
lead a bunch of desperadoes  ed and transported 1o London
through bostile jungles and Mwhmnhﬂwwlthw
fever-ridden swamps”™, accord-  deferiorated,  Charles
Ing lo the Jamaican historian  knighted him and sent Nm
Clinton Mack. back 1o Jamalca as deputy gov-

He was first sent to sea by emor. He proved an astute
Ofiver Cromwell in an {ll-  politician and able planter.
fated cxpedition to capture  Captain - Morgan  richly
Spanish territories, One of his ~ deserved the brand of rum
most notorious raids was in  named after him and died of
1668 when he took Puerto  dropsy and alcoholic excess in

Bello in Panama using cap-
tured nuns and priests to

1688, He was given a state |

funeral in Jamaica.

A ten-stroag flotilla, 5o the
team ekminated aros that
would have been unsxtable
for such a larye feet. Saling
from Jamsaica 1 two catanss:
rans, the team discoverad the
Onford lying lo waters only
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20 deep Mr Hapt @ik
“Even though the waters are
shaflow they are far o
treacheroux  for  amateur
dvers

“We were pounded to hell
by &Sknot winds and 300

wawes. Wheo | sow the whele
red Sttered with canmoos and
thowsands  of
tumbling from the deep it was
the most exirmordinary sight
{0 38 my years of diviog Black
clouds of powder off
one of the cannons when |
sorstched it with my knee”

Oceans Discovery b now
asking Unesoo 1o desipnate
the area a Warld Heritage Site
to protect the Oxford from
modern-day piratex

Discovering the ship was a
maval  oplok  worthy  of
Captain Morgan hemsell, Mr
Haupt aait “Wo saifed right
ioto the deposing of President
Aristide.

“A Fronch warship stopped
s and said we were mad 0 go
Ioto Haitl. Armed rebels were
comeandeering any vessel
they could find to get Aris
tide's supporters out. Fortu.
nmately, we have friends from
previous expeditions in Ll »
Viche who jcoked after os”

Pawl Calverkey, the producer
of the S4C documentary, said
“The discovesy of HMS Oxford
is an event of real historical
significance, partiodarly to the
Caribbean.

“It's also one of the greatest
finds 3 diver coudd hne”

The documentary will be
broadeast [0 English and
Welsh fater this year.



