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‘Oceans of Mystery’ highlights
Malta’s underwater treasures

By Adriana Cacclottola

The long debate on the sensitive and com-
plex issue of the preservation of Malta’s rich
herilage sites has so far ignoced one impoe-
tant aspect ~ underwater histoncal treasures,
Malta’s role as a stage for numerous sca bat-
tles over the centuries bas umed the sea
around the islands into & veritable graveyund
s severnl vessels succumbed 1o the ravages
of war or the onslaught of natural elements
1o their final resting place on the scabed.
Two episodes of the scclaimed underwater
documentary series Oceans of Mystery
currently being filmed in Malta, will high-
light the impartance of treating shipwrecks
with due respect as @ grave sise, advocating
a strict “hands-ofl™ policy in & bid to pre-
serve the vessels intact for posterity.
Speaking o The Maita Independent on
Surtadery in a break from the hectic filming
schedule, the pressdent of the Canadian film
company Eco-Nova Multimedin Produc-
tions Lrd, Rick Haupt, stressed the impor-
tance of protecting shipwrecks and teaching
divers not 10 take anything out of the vessels.
“There have been cenain occasions where
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shipwrecks, but one has to diff W0 ¢p
between a historically relevant shipwreck  filmed are ex
and one which bevomes an anificial reef by the end

on Malta currently being
ted 1o be ready for delivery
the year.

awonderful shipwreck. This is now & tounst
atiraction,” Mr Haupt said,

One of the past episodes featured a close
farnilial Hink between Malta and Eco-Nova's
president, “My futher-in-law, un RAF pilot
1n World War 11 stopped in Malta on his way
10 Morocco, A fresh crew ook over his plane
and flew off together with three other air-
crall, pever 1o be seen again. They were shot
down in the Meditermunean, luckily my
father-in-kaw, who still has ford memones of
Malta, was not on board.”

Following his last research on wreeks off
Malta, Mr Haupt came across the fascinat-
ing but sud stories of the mine sweepers in
Woeld War 11 The story of the minc sweep-
ery and the tragic end of their crew will be
old by focusing on two wrecks, the Sddy
and the HMS Qlvipur, The other episode
will feature the Huntclass destroyer HMS
Scuathwold and its crew,

“In future we'd Jove 10 do an episode oo
more ancient wrecks, We are Tooking for
Roman and Phocnician wrecks in the
Mediterrancan,” Me Haupe sasd.

Filming. with the assi of the AFM's
air and sea souadron, started on Fridav with




