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offices In Enplamt, yer (dovpite
HADSIOUS  RUicmpts o OnNc - wes
available 10 comment.

There hal been & ke of hype that
the 16 July release date woukl have
maxle Maiia and the UK the finst
two Ewropean countries 10 release
the film.

Now Madtn will have to contend
with being the secomd European
country afler the UKL

Eden Century  Cinemay  had
panned a spectal showiny of the
first episode in the THX Cinema 16
o one second past midmight on
Thuessdary, 15 July. As Malls wus
one hour shead of the UK. it would
also have sereenad 1he film an hour
before its releuse in the UK. Thas
Malta woukl have been the fint
Enropean country 10 scroen Eplsode
{2 The Phantom Menace

Contacted yesterday, a spokesper-
son for Bden Leware Group sisd
thelr plans had been disrupted and
they got 1o know of the decision on
Wednesday.

“Obvivasly, our plars have been
deraled and we have no control
over what Fox deciiks 10 do” he
said, Neither did he have any idea
why the film's refcase was post-
poacd. Maln's was oot the only vic-
tm of @ sudden decision taken by
Twenticth Century Fox. The com.
pany alw blocked plans by leading
UK cnesraa chains for non-stop, 24-
bour scresnings of the new Star
Wars movie

Wamner Village, Virgin Cinemas
ansd Oudeon bl boped 1 <tart showe
ing the Geonge Locas movie at one
minite past midnight on Joly 15 and
then conunoe 1o sceen it around the
clock. The chains hadd socursd spe-
cial licences from local auhorites
10 keep theatres open 24 howrs a
day, The decision was taken. after
consultation  with  Lucasiilm,
becuuse of fears that early moming
screening would not scii out, Firss
screening of the flm in the UK will
be ol 9am, Vigin and Wamet
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Maltese seabed

‘rich in

Karl Schembri

THE FOREION 1elevision poo-
duetion company, Eco-Nova, yes
terday presented its docsimentary
about wrecks iying in the scabed
In Maltess waters to Tourism Min-
ster Michacl Refalo.

The documentary forms part of
the Qceans of Mystery series
broadeast on the Discovery Chan-
nel, This was the second titne Eco-
Nova came (0 shoik footage of the
Malicse seabed. and the company

| opeesident, Rick Haupl, annoanced

they will retum nest vear 1o film
WO more episodes,

“We do not ssually visit a place
more thun once, hat Malia is an
exception, It is so nch in history
that we decided o come back nex)
year,” Mr Haupt sid,

The Eco-Nova ninceenan crow
fimed the World War |
Minesweeper Eddy il HMS
Southwedd which are lying in decp
walsss, st wround 200 feet, Next
year, they are capecting to film
moch older ships, possibly Roman
wieeks, Mr Haopt has made it a
policy that during the dives he
works very closely with focal
wrchacologists,

“Tnis o hoands-off policy that we
respect throagh oar shows,” he
suid. He added that they found o
treasune of wriefacts on the Maltese
wreshks which could be stolen if
the site was disclosed.

Mr Haupt explaindd that Eco-
Nuva takes o human interest angle

Rick Haupt

in its work on the ships in quas-
tion, by illusinting the sory
behand the shipwreck, the people
involved, their nomes and thels
coancetions. He descnbed how, as
2 producer, he also tnes (0 gener-
mie awareness among the Jocal
popalation on the unispue inlerest
such wreeks hive and the impor-
Lance of ensueing ey e ool pil-
fered. Some, be wsd, s oven
considered war graves,

Dy Refalo said the decumenturies
ure wiso of enormous interest o
Malta and 5o the urisn indasiry,
Not only does Multa get o mention
wherever the episode is scroened,
bat Mr Haupt made it » point o
inclode soenac and coltural [ootage
which portsays Malta as 3 desir-
ahile, different and imeresting hol-

history’

iday destination, he said.

“When a chance, 2 has lappenal
on this oceaston with” Eco-Nowva,
tunss up, one bas o cupitnles on the
possibilaty and poterial Racher than
make por-eatsieod funding available,
one delves into w store of expericnoe.
goodwill and cocrgy, which the Min-
istry and the National Tounsn
Osganisation of Malu have it abun.
dance, and puts all these pasets o
pound se,” the mindster sidd.

He added that doe 10 funding
fimisations, NTOM tad 10 retrench
its otberwise very necessary pro-
motionul and even bisie slvertiss
g campaigns. obaining the
exposure. which Eco-Nova's ini.
tistive provides.

He thanked the Alr Mult chairs
man Louis Grecl, und Comman
der of the Armed Forees of Males
Rogadicr Rupess Montanaro for
their Immediale apd  positive
response (0 assist and join tourisms
aboend Eco-Nova's imtiative.

He also thanked Chardes Micaller
St Joha, 2 =enjor member of the
mimisiry ‘s secretariut, for the Hal.
sun and support which he provids
ed 10 Evo-Nova in their dealings
with governmen degartmients amxl
entities whose permiission foe the
Project was reguured.

Oceans of Hiviory, a $7-minuie
documentary s relaved in 109
countrics and transiated in several
languages.
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Malta wrecks in
Oceans of History
documentary

Bick Haupt, presidoot of Eco-
Nuva Multi-Modia Productions
Lad, has boen dn Malta for the
paaat tive weeks withnine
xional divers and cameruman,
fitming an ephsode for ki Occans
of History socies Tor the Thinooy-
rre&.'lnnucl ;

i eruw hoad ulml

udy beidn in
Makin bafiors 1o shood T{n Seccnd

Siege of Malta for the same
s the
Lix pot our palicy Wgn to
sAme dnunut!;:r’» twiog but for
Malta | had 1o muke an éxcep-
thon. The ixland i 20 rich in his-
tary nad thwrn @ a0 much to o
hvere ” Mr Hoopt todd @ news con.
foronre ut the \ourizar ministey

Y.

He alsp plans to vetam {or
mm\o'ﬂlmmgl.

The setios hawe beet i hoge wee-
n;o io the 109 countries where
the progrumnma i frcodcast

During tho current vizit the
tman Jina Glmed th woocks uf thy

warahipa HME Sinthwold and
HMS Nddic, Thair keution, axid
o ba an deop water, way aot
revenint

Othar wretks bhave bern
focated from tho First snd Secend
World Wars,

Tourisin  Minister Michnel
Relalo rald the epliodos wors al
cuorivous intereal by hlatarinna
and Arvhacctgiots snd cnpertant
for Malta's toariam industry,

*Due ta funding lmitations,
the Naviomal Tounem Grganis
sation haw bad to rotroneh it
othorwis: very naceasary
promoticasl uad even hasic
sdverthhing campaigns and,
therefore, the exposure which
EcpeNova's initintive peovider 14
eertulnly voey yaluable,” De
Hofalo sazd

Dy Rofalo unid Malta had not
boen ng woll encagh io
cerinem markots, The main oo
z00 Jur this, ho sakl, was thut the
NTOM had net bean udeguutely

funiod fur the past ve years nnd
v annblo 1o unidortake necou-
wiry snbvertising and prometbnal
campaigne.

The coow’s viwlt here and the
filerleg wore mumde posaihle with
the coepreration of Al Malts and
the Armed Fotoow of Mulin

L] n!lmtl
Mr i'ln.up( nod the previous
documentary abonl Malia had
boen well roceaved afler it was
recocoed np Dhwcovery Chinnnal
wod History Charel
l‘k;);\;'lm lu:’ aabd, wnsuh It
i pa Lduring the divey,
would

work be carried out
in ¢ ration  winh  bocal
urchi vie

*Wo g;: io u‘n-uua] awanréuou
arong ana popudation nbout
thn uniguenoss of weoeks nnd
about how umpartant it be that
thay sre not palfered, especially
slner same of thein are consid
«32 to bo war grnves,” Me Hyupe
N



